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Talented gymnast 
Stamatoula ‘Toula’ 

Raftopoulou won 
silver and bronze 

medals at the Junior 
European Acrobatic 

Championships in 
Poland.

The 14-year-old 
Romsey School 

student was 
partnered in 
Rzeszow with 

Stephanie Ricketts, 
17, for their first 
ever competitive 

performance as part 
of the British team.

 

Continued on page 6

Talented Toula bags 

  European medals

Toula with her partner Stephanie Ricketts.





The Romsey School - 
Improving on our Previous Best

Our pupils and staff have started the year in 
an exceptionally positive way after all of the 
successes last year. They continue to make an 
excellent contribution to the life of the school 
and the wider community. 

The certificate presentation evening on 
November 23rd was attended by Mr Scott 
Dawson, who gave an inspirational speech 
about how his life had been transformed by 
taking the initiative and challenging himself to 
improve on his previous best. 

He also commented on the impressive 
array of talent amongst the class of 2017, a 
group of pupils who achieved superb GCSE 
outcomes.

There is a vast array of activities which have 
taken place this term and details of these are 
on the following pages.  

As ever, the most important work of course 
happens in the classrooms, and it has been 
a privilege to see high quality teachers 
continuing to improve on their previous best, 
following our very successful OFSTED in the 
summer term. 

Our new Year 7 pupils have settled into life 
at The Romsey School exceptionally well and, 
for some of them, meeting Princess Anne at 
the Avon Tyrrell Activity Centre has been the 
highlight of the term. 

We would also like to remind you of some key 
dates for the Spring term.  

There are two teacher training days, when 
the school is closed to pupils, on Friday, 
March 16th and Monday, March 19th.  The 
school is closed for half-term from February 
12th to16th and the term ends for pupils on 
Thursday March 29th, at 3.15pm.  

The school production ‘Made in Dagenham’ 
is scheduled each night between February 
7th and 9th at 7.30pm.  We are very much 
looking forward to one of the highlights of the 
school calendar.  

The Year 11 trial exams run from the January 
15th to January 24th  inclusive; further details 
of these are in a separate letter.  

We hope that you all have a very happy and 
restful Christmas.

Colm and Jonathan

Welcome to the first newsletter of this academic year



Tel: 01794 528 700  |  abbotswood.haa@cinnamoncc.com
Abbotswood Court Care Home, Minchin Road, Romsey, SO51 0BL

Join us at Abbotswood Court for our free community events!

Community Coffee Mornings Every Thursday, 10.30am–12.00pm 
Forget Me Not Café Last Friday of each month, 2.00–4.00pm 

Oomph Activity Every Wednesday, 10.45am–11.45am 

Openhouseevents

Residential Care  |  Dementia Care  |  Respite Breaks

If you know someone in the community who would benefit from
joining our events, please pass on the information, we will have 
a warm welcome for them. For further details, contact Debbie:
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Ordinary people doing 
extraordinary things – that 
was the theme of this year’s 
annual presentation evening.

Past pupils and parents from 
the class of 2017 returned 
to The Romsey School in 
November to celebrate their 
achievements.

And they were welcomed by 
guest speaker Scott Dawson, 
who explained how he turned 
his life around a few years 
ago at a time when he tipped 
the scales at 19 stones. 

Scott decided he needed 
to do something about it 
so took up running and 
swimming. He quickly lost 
weight, took up open water 
swimming, which led to him 
swimming across the Solent 
and later swam the 65 miles 
around the Isle of Wight in 
a time of 25 hours and 56 
minutes.

Not content with becoming 
just the fifth person to swim 
solo around the island, 

inspirational Scott has since 
run and cycled around the 
Isle of Wight non-stop raising 
more than £25,000 for 
charity.

Scott was joined for the 
evening by the Deputy 
Mayor of Test Valley, Cllr Ian 
Carr and Deputy Mayoress, 
Mrs Beryl Carr, along with 
Romsey’s Deputy Mayor, Cllr 
Dorothy Baverstock. They 
were joined by several local 
dignitaries, some of whom 
had donated prizes.

Executive Headteacher, 
Jonathan de Sausmarez, 
congratulated the Class of 
2017 for their success. 

Headteacher, Colm 
McKavanagh, spoke about 
how he was immensely 
proud of the year group 
and the way in which they 
had supported each other. 
He pointed out that they 
were greatly missed by staff 
and pupils, while thanking 
staff and parents for their 
unfailing support.

There was a nostalgic and 
amusing look back to results 
day in the summer with a 
collection of photographs 
and video clips set to music. 

Current Head Boy and Girl, 
Samuel Baxter and Abbie 
Miller provided an overview 
of the changes that have 
occurred since the summer, 
explaining that the year 
group had left a big mark on 
the school.

Head of Year, Caroline 
Easton, introduced pupils 
who were presented with 
their examination certificates 
by guest speaker Scott 
Dawson. There were also 
more than 30 special subject 
and community awards. 

After a vote of thanks, 
Chair of Governors Judith 
Houghton offered her 
thanks to everyone who had 
contributed to the success of 
the year group.

Extraordinary 
presentation 
evening goes 
swimmingly




STUDIO

THE

CHARTERED ARCHITECTS

MEAD MILL ,  77 MILL LANE,  ROMSEY
HAMPSHIRE.  SO51 8EQ

TEL.  01794 519333
www.thegenes isdes ignstudio .com

Bespoke designs for individual homes

Call us on:
01794 526617

Special Offer! 
£5 off all 

‘Little Women’ 
treatments with 

this advert
(under 16’s only)

BEAUTY STUDIO AT BRADBEERS
14-20 BELL STREET, ROMSEY, 
HANTS, SO51 8ZE

A full range of 
Beauty Treatments including:
waxing, nails, facials and
ear piercing

Gift vouchers available

Talented Toula bags European medals 

...Continued from front cover

In acrobatic gymnastics, there are three finals for 
each discipline - balance, dynamic and all-round, 
and the girls reached the finals of the dynamic and 
all-round events. 

In the all-round final, Toula and Stephanie finished 
third thanks to an entertaining and lively dance, 
demonstrating high technical excellence.
In the dynamic final, their precise execution was 
rewarded with their highest execution score of the 
competition. Matching this with confidence and 
beauty in their dance, they earned a score of 28.06 
for silver, just behind the pair from the Ukraine.

Toula’s Form Tutor and Head of PE, at The Romsey 
School, Callum Provan said: “We watched Toula 
perform via a live stream from Poland and were 
completely blown away by her performances. Suffice 
to say, we are incredibly proud of what she has 
achieved.” 

Toula who is currently studying for her GCSEs, has 
been an acrobatic gymnastic for seven years and 
trains for 20 hours a week as well as supporting a 
disability class at the Southampton Gymnastics Club. Toula with her partner Stephanie Ricketts.



Five years 
of hard 
work 
rewarded

Pupils and staff at The Romsey 
School celebrated superb GCSE 
examination results over the 
summer.

Seventy-three per cent of pupils 
achieved Grade 4+ in English and 
Maths, which was a 3% increase on 
last year - 80% received grade 4+ 
passes in Maths and 81% in English.  

Overall, 70% of pupils achieved 5 
A* to C passes, including English 
and Maths, at grade 4+.  

Meanwhile, a third of all pupils 
secured at least three or more A* 
to A grades, which was on a par 
with last year, and almost a quarter 
of pupils achieved the English 
Baccalaureate.  

There were notable individual 
successes with 10 top-performing 
pupils achieving at least 10 A* to A 
grades.  

Headteacher Colm McKavanagh, 
and Executive Headteacher 
Jonathan de Sausmarez, 
said: “These results reflect the 
exceptionally hard work which 
students, staff and parents have 
put in over the past five years. 
Congratulations are due to 
everyone who worked so well 
together.” 



CAVENDISH MENSWEAR

Call in and 
meet Nick 
26 Bell St
Romsey

On site alteration house if any 
adjustments are required.

Don’t have what you’re looking 
for? Let us order it without any 
obligation whatsoever.

Massive range of menswear and 
footwear with prices starting at 
just £9.99.

Get it home and decide it’s 
unsuitable?  Bring it back for a 
full, no quibble refund.

T: 07748 646052

Problems with 
your computer?

•  We repair Apple iMacs, 
   Apple Power Notebooks, 
   iPads & iPhones
•  We can repair ALL computer 
   equipment at low prices
•  We can recover lost data 
•  Remove virus and Spyware
•  Repair overheating laptops
•  Replace Laptop LCD screens
•  Broken hard drives
•  Upgrade slow computers
•  Fix problems with all software and 
   all versions of Windows
•  Laptop chargers
•  We sell new & used laptops at LOW PRICES
•  Port exchange on old laptops
•  We buy broken or old laptops

The Computer Repair Centre
6 Corn Market, Romsey, Hants, SO51 8GB

CALL US ON 01794 517142
email: info@firstforitrepairs.co.uk

www.firstforitrepairs.co.uk

Student
Discount

The School goes from Strength to Strength

The governors have been 
working with the senior leaders 

in the school on updates to 
the strategic plan for the school 

following our very positive Ofsted 
inspection visit back in June. 

The school goes from strength to strength, with 
another impressive set of GCSE results in the 
summer and certificates being presented in 
late November. There has also been some very 
exciting staff professional development giving 
teachers more freedom to teach their specialist 
subjects in new ways and deepen the cross-
curricular links. 
 
We are very pleased to welcome to the school 
our new head of music, Mr Lawrenson, and we 
look forward to exciting opportunities for our 
young people with the instrumental aspect of 
music in the school to compliment the strong 
vocal side.

This term, governors are very pleased to 
have heard some very thought-provoking 
presentations from pupils as part of an 
ongoing review of teaching and learning 
within the school. 

We will also be taking time before the 
December governing body meeting to spend 
time with our linked departments. Whilst the 
role of governors is strategic, it is important 
that we have a good understanding of the 
operational aspects of the school, and these 
visits most definitely help with that.

 We are very fortunate that at the moment 
we have a full and active governing body. If 
you have anything that you would like to raise 
with the governors please get in touch via the 
school office.

 Judith Houghton, Chair of Governers



Telephone:  02380 812232
www.prolinefencinganddecking.co.uk

• Fencing
• Sheds
• Summer Houses
• Gates
• Pergolas
• Decking
• Repairs
• Wrought Iron Gates

Free Advice & Estimates

All Work Guaranteed

Kayaking was the name of the game, when nine 
students from the Base visited Eastleigh Lakes to try 
their hand at the sport. 

Each pupil had their own kayak as they were taught 
by students from Sparsholt College. By the end of the 
session, they were confidently paddling round various 
obstacles and enjoying lots of fun games. 

Canoe 
Believe It!



The Romsey School has become a beacon 
school for the delivery of Holocaust 
education.

This means the History department will 
be working closely with the University 
College London’s Centre for Holocaust 
Education to develop outstanding lessons 
for our Year 9 pupils. 

These will use personal stories to re-
humanise this horrific event in history, 
challenge misconceptions and tackle 
some complex moral and historical 
questions. 

There are around 100 beacon schools 
in the country. This status means we 
will also be working with other schools 
in Hampshire to share best practice 
in Holocaust education - developing 
outstanding history resources, as well as 
new ways to approach this topic across 
the school. 

As part of this work, we are hosting a free 
training day for teachers, run by specialist 
staff from UCL, on January 22nd. 

If you work in a school local to us and would 
like more information about attending this 
excellent training day, or about working 
with us on this project, please contact the 
Humanities Department via the school 
office for more information.

Meanwhile, a group of Year 9 pupils are 
busy working on a project which was 

inspired by Lucy Adlington’s book ‘The 
Red Ribbon’

It is an historical story, set in Auschwitz-
Birkenau concentration camp during the 
Second World War.  The book tells the 
story of the girls who worked in the upper 
tailoring studio – the sewing room - at 
Auschwitz, sewing couture clothes for the 
female guards and wives of the senior 
officers.  

Students are working on the project, 
which covers creative writing, history and 
textiles, and they are planning a display to 
mark Holocaust Memorial Day in January, 
which will be exhibited to the public in 
Romsey Abbey.  

Librarian Mrs Crowther was fortunate to 
win a set of ten copies of ‘The Red Ribbon’ 
by Lucy Adlington.

The pupils have all reviewed the book 
and are busy planning their creative 
writing piece, learning about the historical 
context.  This term they are making a wall-
hanging which will feature some of the 
motifs from the story, while focusing on 
the themes which include remembrance, 
friendship, identity and hope.  

Their work will be on display in Romsey 
Abbey between January 19th and 
February 1st. 

Remembering the 
Horrors of the 
Holocaust



Lucy Adlington’s book ‘The Red Ribbon’ was the inspiration for a project organised 
by the Textiles department. 

Working alongside the History and English departments, students created a 
large quilted wall-hanging, based on the novel. The book tells the story of a 
group of seamstresses during the war who are forced to create clothes for the 
Commandant's wife. Despite the dark situation, 
compassion, friendship and humanity win out. 

On Wednesday, December 20th, a group of Year 
9 pupils will be creating the fabric wall-hanging to 
represent the book and other themes of the 
Holocaust and World War Two. The wall hanging 
will be displayed in Romsey Abbey early next year. 

A novel idea 
for Textiles 

group

Lots at stake 
with kidney
This is the top set Year 11 
accelerated triple Science 
students, who found 
themselves getting to grips 
with kidney dissecting. 

They had a great time 
and really developed 
their understanding of 
the different parts, their 
function is to keep us alive 
and regulate our water 
content in homeostasis.

Calendar kids!
This term pupils have been very busy in the RE and 
Sociology department as six pupils achieved winner, 
runner-up or special commendation status in the 
Hampshire Interfaith calendar competition.

Pupils were presented with their prizes and a 
calendar, and were a true credit to the school. 

To purchase a copy of the calendar, which features 
the work of Romsey School pupils and other winners, 
please visit the Hantsweb Shop, www.hants.gov.uk/
shop/home.php, and search for The 2018 Hampshire 
Interfaith Calendar.

Six pupils are preparing themselves for the 
Philosothon, where they will join with other schools to 
enjoy some healthy debate about life’s big questions.  
Please note that there is a change of date, which will 
be confirmed with the students.



A two-week trip to Kenya proved to be an 
eye-opening experience for students from The 
Romsey School last summer.

On the third visit to Nakuru by pupils from the 
school, they saw for themselves the extreme 
poverty of the country, visiting a rubbish dump 
where some of the children live.

It was a life-changing experience for the 
Year 11 pupils and staff, who worked on 
three projects in the slum areas of what is 
the largest and fastest growing town in East 
Africa. 

In addition to teaching and building at the 
charity-run schools, Romsey School pupils 
played with and taught the children, many 
of whom are street children who attend the 
school in order to be fed. 

The pupils took almost 1000kg of donated 
clothes and shoes to Kenya, while the £1,300 
which was raised by wearing Christmas 
jumpers on a non-uniform day in 2016 has 
been used to buy food for the projects. This 
has enabled 1,500 Kenyan children to be 
fed twice a day from August until December 
2017. 

Mr Chafer, who organised the trip, said he 
was very proud of what they achieved in 
Nakuru. 

He said: “We are changing lives both in 
Kenya and here at home, as the visit really 
does have a profound effect on our pupils. 

“Several pupils from our earlier visits are 
now spending their summers volunteering in 
Africa. We have made real friends in Kenya 
and we look forward to seeing them again in 
2019. In fact, one project has even named its 
new school hall after The Romsey School.” 

“If any local companies or organisations 
would like to provide sponsorship or make 
a contribution to help fund the projects in 
Nakuru we would be only too happy to hear 
from them.”

The students had some relaxation time when 
they went on a weekend safari to the Masai 
Mara.

A return trip is planned for 2019. Students 
and staff will soon be embarking on a 
wide range of activities to fund raise for the 
trip, which costs each participant well over 
£2,000. 

A group Kenyan school children wearing some of the donated clothing.

Pupils and staff from The Romsey School

Witnessing life in the slums



Fluent Fun with 
Languages Day
Around 40 students had the opportunity to 
teach French, Spanish and German to primary 
school children at Cupernham Junior School 
during a special Languages Day organised by 
their Languages Co-ordinator, Mrs Karen Bolton.

The pupils worked with Years 3 to 6 throughout 
the school day on a range of activities related to 
countries and languages. Some of the pupils ran 
mini-workshops teaching various groups of Year 
6 pupils during ‘Speed-lingo’ sessions.

Each year group was able to enjoy a variety of 
cultural and linguistic workshops. For example, 
Year 3 students enjoyed the challenge of 
speaking French, creating artistic masterpieces 
inspired by French impressionist painters and 
had a lively Can Can experience.

Year 6 pupils studied Germany and everyone 
was inspired as they sampled local German 
food. Year 9 pupils had a real-life teaching 
experience as they taught an entire Year 6 class 
about the Berlin Wall and how it changed the 
lives of people living in the Germany city at the 
time. 

Jessica Booth, Modern Foreign Languages 
Prefect said: “It was a fantastic day which gave 
young children a taste of different languages.” 

“I thought every child had fun, myself included, 
as they learnt about places and cultures around 
them. I hope these pupils have now been 
inspired to learn even more about different 
people and their countries.”

MFL teacher, Mrs Miller added: “This is the 
second time both local schools have come 
together for a really exciting Language Day and 
again this was a very positive experience for 
everyone.”

“Our students were proud to be able to share 
their linguistic skills and to inspire KS2 children. 
The teachers and staff at Cupernham School 
were so energetic and creative, which 
made this day really fun. We can’t wait 
to visit again next year!”



Around the 
Year Groups

Year 7

What an exceptional start to your life at Romsey School. 

After getting to know lots of you, it is great to see you 
embodying the habits of mind and ethos we have here 
at Romsey School. Walking around lessons and tutor 
time, I’ve seen evidence of creativity, collaboration, self-
management and bucket loads of curiosity!  

Year 7 students have shown themselves to be polite, 
hardworking and ready to accept the challenges of 
secondary school. Avon Tyrrell was so much fun and we 
all had a chance to meet Princess Anne.

It has been fantastic seeing so many of you getting 
involved in all the clubs and trips the school has to offer.  

Huge congratulations to all of the 
pupils in Year 7, for the all of their 
effort in raising money for LEPRA. 
As a year group, they raised over 
£650 which is a brilliant achievement.  
We are looking forward to celebrating 
all these wonderful achievements at 
the disco on Friday December 15th.

I have been busy awarding many students their “queue 
jump” cards as a reward for gaining 150 credits.

I hope you have a well deserved rest at Christmas – 
remember “Be kind and work hard”.

Mrs Easton and Mr Lee Davies,
Progress Leader and Deputy Progress Leader Year 7



Year 8
Year 8 have had a busy start to the year. Halloween was 
a particular highlight of the Autumn term, with pupils 
representing their tutor groups in an apple bobbing 
competition (well done 8R, who won) and Mr Marks and 
Mrs Bull for representing the staff in their fancy dress. We 
look forward to the Christmas assembly!

As always, a number of pupils have had excellent 
achievements outside of school, notably with diving and 
dancing, which have been acknowledged in assemblies, 
as well as a number of sporting achievements within 
school. 

Pupils are being encouraged to collect their Active 
Citizen stamps in order to be awarded in the Autumn 
achievement assembly, so please do encourage your 
children with this. 

Miss Lloyd - Progress Leader

Year 9 students have had a very productive start to the 
year and I am delighted to see so many of them working 
hard and engaged in so many projects, activities and 
sport events at school.  
 
Students are encouraged to collect credits and I am 
delighted to see that so many pupils have gained quite 
a lot of them already. We are also very pleased to see 
a noticeable improvement in school uniform as we take 
great pride in our students looking smart at all times!
 
We look forward to celebrating good attendance at our 
forthcoming attendance celebration - coming to school 
every day really makes a difference with the result that 
students are more successful and confident in their studies. 
 
We look forward to many other exciting events next term 
and in the meantime we would like to wish you all a 
wonderful and restful break over the festive season. 

Mrs Miller and Mr Lander,
Progress Leader and Deputy Progress Leader Year 9

Year 9



Year 10 have had a fantastic start to their GCSEs! They 
have thrown themselves into their lessons and work with 
100% effort. I am confident that they will continue to 
challenge themselves with their studies and will make the 
most of the next 18 months here. 

Pupils should be aware of their Year 10 mocks that will be 
taking place after the Easter holidays. This is something to 
think about sooner rather than later. Experimenting with 
revision techniques now to know what does and doesn’t 
work for them will be crucial to figure out this year. It 
will help them know how they learn and revise best in 
preparation for Year 11. 

Myself, Ms Bran, their tutors and all of their teachers are 
here to help and offer support at all times. 

Wishing you and your families a wonderful break over the 
holiday season. 

Miss Marlio, Progress Leader 

Year 10



Year 11 came back in September extremely focused and 
have worked so hard since. The number of pupils that are 
already attending revision sessions is fantastic. 

Over the past three months there has been so much going 
on with Year 11. We have had the key focus of applying 
to colleges which has been overseen by Ms Phillipps and 
interviews will start shortly. 

We have had more pupils achieving their braid and only 
a small number still haven’t quite got it but are so close. 
Each half term they’re able to achieve this by doing simple 
things, good attendance, less than three lates, less than 
10 behaviours and wearing their uniform smartly. Once 
braid is achieved it must be sewn onto the blazer. 

I have had the pleasure of appointing even more prefects 
and this is one of the best parts of my job. The pupils were 
fantastic in the interviews and conducted themselves very 
professionally.  The end of term achievement assembly is 
approaching and I already know that there are so many 
pupils receiving an award. 

Year 11 had an exams assembly from Mr Marks last week 
to explain the mock exams for January. These are run 
from January 15th to January 24th. Please refer to the RLP 
and the letter for the timetable. 

Merry Christmas to everyone and I hope you all have a 
rest ready for 2018! 

Miss Sherburn, Progress Leader

Year 11



In the high ropes we had to do many 
different challenges high up in the 
air, the cat walk, the trapeze and the 
tightrope. The catwalk was a long round 
log suspended about 30 feet in the air. 
We had to do the Koala where we hung 
from it upside down. We had to climb 
tall ladders and jump to hang on to the 
trapeze. 

It was enjoyable to see lots of people 
working together. Everyone tried to do 

Challenging Day at Avon Tyrrell
Year 7 students from the Romsey School 
visited Avon Tyrrell Outdoor Activity 
Centre near Ringwood to take part in 
team building activities: raft building; 
high ropes and low ropes.

In rafting we built a stable and fast raft 
out of wood, barrels and ropes. We 
worked together to build and steady the 
raft. We also had to sail the raft whilst 
singing, splashing and standing up. It 
was lots of fun and very wet.



as much as they could and many people 
overcame their fear of heights.
In the low ropes, we worked on 
improving our collaboration by 
working together and reflecting on our 
appearance. We all did the human 
seesaw, the spider web and the obstacle 
course. 

We had to work hard to make sure we 
worked together so everyone could finish 
the tasks. It was great fun.

Avon Tyrrell was both fun and 
extremely challenging. It helped us 
build new friendships and conquer 
our fears. 

In our opinion the high ropes was the 
best as it was the most exhilarating 
and pushed us to the limit of what we 
could do. Overall it was a really great 
day.
 
Abbie and Mia 7S



The wonders of LEGO

LEGO Therapy is new strategy which has been 
introduced this year by the Learning Support 
Department to help with communication skills.

Most will already know the benefits of LEGO 
play, but many people are unaware of the 
powerful benefits it has for children with 
communication difficulties. 

It can help develop and reinforce play skills 
and social skills such as verbal and non-
verbal communication, joint attention, task 
focus,  sharing and turn-taking, along with 
collaborative problem-solving

LEGO therapy is a multi-sensory and versatile 
experience, so that it can be tailored to suit 
each child’s individual needs. Pupils work 
in groups of three with a Learning Support 
Assistant acting as the Director making 
sure the team is working together and 
communicating.

The other three roles are rotated throughout 
the session. They consist of the Supplier, who 
keeps all the pieces, and who listens to the 
Engineer who provides the instructions, as 
they have the plan of the model. The Supplier 
then provides the bricks to the Builder. They 
then have to listen to the Engineer who tells 
them how to build the model.

It may sound a little complicated, but our 
pupils have really captured the essence of 
the intervention and engaged in the activity 
brilliantly.  

We are really starting to see the benefits of 
this in improved confidence, communication 
and social skills. 

It is still early days yet, but we hope to make 
a significant impact and further develop our 
pupils’ ability to communicate effectively and 
develop new friendships.

Carol Sim – SENCO/Senior Teacher

Rebecca wins national competition
The Romsey School were thrilled to hear that former pupil, 
Rebecca Allison, has won a prize in a national writing 
competition.  

Rebecca entered the competition in July when she was a 
Year 11 pupil at the school and was delighted to find out that 
her story had been chosen as one of the top five entries out 
of over 10,000.  

Rebecca’s story, along with several others written by Romsey 
pupils, was published by Young Writers in the book ‘Welcome 
to Wonderland’.  

Rebecca, now a student at Barton Peveril College was 
presented with her prize of a Kindle HD Fire by Headteacher, 
Colm McKavanagh.  



Micro:Bit woes
    Two years ago, the BBC funded micro:bit microcomputers  
   for every pupil in Year 7. 

   These pupils are now in Year 9 where some are still actively using 
the supplied micro:bit computers, though others report they are lying unused in bedrooms.

As the BBC ceased funding the equipment after just one year, we would like to  offer the 
equipment to younger pupils. 

If you have an unused micro:bit, or even individual pieces of the kit, please could you return 
these to the school where we will be able to reuse them.

They can be left with reception in an envelope for the attention of Mr Eason, or pupils are 
welcome to return them to W28.

For reference, there were three parts to the kit and we would welcome any or all parts to be 
returned for reuse.  These were:

  • Micro:bit microcomputer            • USB programming cable (similar to a phone
 • Battery box                 charging cable, but about 15cms in length)

Former Romsey School pupil Richard Patient was one of 
the speakers at a Higher Education Conference staged at 
the Hampshire Collegiate School.

Richard, a graduate from Imperial College, London, now looks after UK student recruitment and events 
for the university, and he was among a number of speakers at the event which was attended by more 
than 50 Year 11 pupils.

They had the opportunity to find out about the range of courses which universities have to offer and 
meet representatives from 22 visiting institutions. There was also the chance to attend workshops 
where students could ask questions about specific opportunities and course requirements.

Universities from across the country attended, including the London School of Economics, Imperial 
College London, colleges from Oxford and Cambridge universities, Cardiff , Edinburgh, Winchester and 
Southampton.

Pupils participated in a wide range of workshops which included talks on Oxbridge, Imperial College, 
Engineering, Medicine and UCAS - the university application process. The students also received 
information about what universities look for in their applicants and how to prepare a personal 
statement.

This was the first event of its kind held in Romsey and it was attended by pupils from the three main 
secondary schools in the town. It is hoped this will become an annual event.

Transport to the event was funded through The Romsey School’s participation in a national research 
project which is exploring the reasons for the smaller number of university applications from pupils in 
specific geographic areas.

Pupils living in selected areas in Years 9, 10 and 11 are currently being invited to take part in this 
research.

Signposts to the Future
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Code-breaking on a 
Tuesday afternoon

Mathematicians from Years 8 and 9 
have been cracking codes as part of 
the national cipher challenge.

Dubbed “The Lost Legion” the 
competition involves students  
working through a variety of ciphers 
set by the University of Southampton 
and their associates who include IBM 
and GCHQ. 

They have been working 
collaboratively to crack the codes 
which have so far included a Caesar 
shift and a frequency analysis code.
 
On alternate Tuesdays, the year 7 
pupils have been looking at modular 
counting and number systems which 
don’t go up to 10. We have also been 
looking at problem-solving questions 
similar to that which occur in the 
United Kingdom Maths Trust Math 
Challenge which all top set pupils will 
be competing in next year.

A select group of year 10 pupils have 
been giving up their Friday afternoons 
to study content which is currently in 
A-Level Mathematics. This includes 
logarithms and imaginary numbers. 
The aim is to possibly enter the 
students for the IGCSE Further 
Mathematics qualification at the end of 
next year.
 
The achievements and participation 
of all those who are involved has 
been outstanding and it has been a 
pleasure to work with the leading 
mathematicians of the future.
 
Mr Soulby
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The Romsey School is playing a full and active role in selecting and 
training the next generation of teachers. 

We currently work with three different providers offering a choice 
of four different routes into a highly challenging and rewarding career. 

This term, we have had six initial teacher trainees in school. We have also welcomed many 
aspiring trainees to spend time in classes and discuss how to become a teacher.

Miss Bradbeer is one of those trainee teachers who has had the opportunity to sample life at The 
Romsey School to help her goal to become a religious education teacher. 

She said: “ I have received an abundance of help and support. I consider myself extremely lucky 
to be able to train alongside qualified teachers who teach at an outstanding level; the humanities 
department within this school is exceptional.” 

“Despite discovering something new each day about the challenges involved working as a 
teacher, I am eager to embark on this career myself. It is clear that the gratification of knowing 
you are contributing to a highly important part of students’ lives will greatly outweigh the 
difficulties of the job.”

On Tuesday, February 20th, we are offering a ‘Get into teaching’ morning when prospective 
teachers can find out more about the training on offer and what it means to be a teacher.

If you, or someone you know, is interested in becoming a teacher please contact me 
at school at: nchafer@romsey.hants.sch.uk  

Mr Chafer, Senior Leader

Developing the next 
generation of teachers

Nine students gathered at the 
Crosfield Hall to celebrate 
another successful year of the 
Romsey & District Society’s 
Warner History Competition.  

The awards event was 
organised by vice-chairman 
Gordon Massie, to celebrate 
the pupils’ excellent work 
for the annual competition 
researching any aspect of the 
history of Romsey. 

Accompanied by teacher Miss 
Boden, and their parents, 
Olivia Screech, Hannah 
Chapman, Joshua Hyam, 
Anna Oag, Jack West, Abigayle 
Rousell, Neve Adams, Beatrice 
Darby and Fleur Newman 
attended the event.

The Romsey School would like 
to thank Gordon Massie, the 
two judges, Gina Bird and Ros 
Clarke, as well as Sybil Warner 
for sponsoring the generous 
prizes in a competition held in 
memory of her late husband.
Gina Bird said it was very 
pleasing to see the evident fun, 
enjoyment, imagination and 
learning for learning’s sake in 
a lot of the projects. 

Miss Boden said she was 
grateful to the people 
involved in the competition for 
recognising the potential of the 
pupils and encouraging their 
enthusiasm for History. She 
added that she was extremely 
proud of the pupils for their 
effort and enthusiasm.

Romsey 
history 
awards
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    There was a real buzz about years 7 and 8 when  
    students received a free book as part of a scheme  
    run by the Reading Agency.

    The Bookbuzz scheme gives schools the opportunity  
    to purchase books at a very reduced price which  
    they can give to pupils to encourage reading for   
    pleasure.  

Around 70 pupils from the two year groups had their names drawn randomly and 
were invited to select a book from a list of 12 popular titles.  
These included ‘Wonder’ by R J Palacio, a story about the 
importance of kindness and acceptance, ‘The Boundless’ 
by Kenneth Oppel, a thrilling adventure story set on board
a train and the mystery story, ‘Murder in Midwinter’ by 
Fleur Hitchcock.  

There was great excitement recently when the boxes of 
books arrived in school and pupils were presented with 
them.  We hope that all the recipients will enjoy their book. 

Buzzing about books

Copies of all the 

books are also 

available in the 

school library for 

everyone to 

borrow!

Some of the Year 7 pupils with their Bookbuzz books.



Romsey’s Hampshire Book Award judges with Mrs Crowther at the judging day

A team of Year 8 pupils from The Romsey School have been 
meeting regularly since March to evaluate and judge the 
shortlisted books for this year’s Hampshire Book Award.  

The shortlist was excellent this year with a variety of titles by 
both established and new authors.  

The books included an emotional story set during the 
American Civil War about slavery, a futuristic tale which 
included trains with minds of their own, a magical story with 
an important ecological message set on an Arctic island 
and a moving tale of a boy, who has to live in a bubble, 
due to a medical condition.  

Pupils were encouraged to consider the judging criteria and scored the books based on 
enjoyment, engagement and enrichment.  

After much deliberation and discussion, the votes were cast at regional events and the winner 
was ‘River of Ink’ by Helen Dennis.  

This is the first novel in a series about a boy who is rescued from the River Thames, but who 
doesn’t know who he is.  As events unfold, the mystery deepens, and he and his friends are led 
on an adventure to find out about the river boy.

The judges are looking forward to seeing author, Helen Dennis, receive the Hampshire Book 
Award in the Autumn term.

Mrs Crowther

Helen Dennis novel is 
students’ top book



Inspiring Reads!

The English department has invested in three new texts to invigorate the 
curriculum and encourage more students to enjoy reading. 

These new novels have benefitted Year 7 and 8 and given us the chance to 
explore different genres. 

The English Department have thoroughly enjoyed 
teaching these new novels. 

We hope this will encourage and inspire our students to 
go away and read even more.

Year 7 have enjoyed Kim Slater’s Smart, a funny, endearing tale 
about a boy called Kieran who goes on a mission to discover 
who killed a homeless man.

One Year 7 said: “We love this novel, it’s my favourite book I’ve 
read at school.” Mr Lee-Davies said: “I really enjoyed teaching it. 
It’s an engaging text with some fantastically written characters, 
a tight structure and wonderful plot. Kieran is not someone I will 
forget in a long time.”

Another novel Year 8 has enjoyed is Helen Dennis’s adventure-
thriller River of Ink. This is a story about a boy suffering with 
amnesia who is desperately trying to figure out his past and 
identity. 

A winner of the Hampshire Book Award, River of Ink, went down 
a storm in Mrs Champion’s Year 8 class. They even had the 
opportunity to hear the author speak about her experiences 
writing the novel and her inspirations. Many students are now 
buying the next instalments in the quadrilogy. 

The final new novel is Jon Walter’s My Name’s not Friday, a moving 
novel set in the American Civil War. This follows a young boy who is cast 
into slavery. Through his persistence and faith, he manages to escape 
and find his way back to his estranged brother. 

Mrs Butcher’s class absolutely loved this novel which tied in with their 
history studies. One Year 8 felt compelled to speak to Mrs Butcher at the 
beginning of a lesson, having only just started the novel, saying: “I’m so 
sorry, I couldn’t help it, I read ahead!” 
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Romsey’s triple 
football success
 
There has been no stopping the school’s 
football teams, with three sides through to 
the quarter-finals of the County Cup.

The under-13 and under-16 girls sides, along with 
the under-16 boys, have all made it through to the 
last eight of the Hampshire Schools’ Cup.

All of the teams have been fantastic in the build-up to each game, 
showing excellent sportsmanship and determination against some tough opposition from 
around the county.

The under-13s beat Thornden 3-2 with goals from Sky B, Alysha B and Lana F. The under-16s 
defeated Warblington School 5-1 with goals from Jess S-L, Emma H and Zara V to progress in their 
age group.

And the under-16 boys booked their place in the quarter-finals by seeing off Milton Cross 5-1 with 
goals from Filip F-K, Jacob P, Harry H and Josh H. The boys showed a great attitude that day and 
came out deserved winners.

All of the quarter-final ties will be played in January. 



Sports Round Up

Year 7 Boys Football
The boys have trained well and have played against local opposition from Mountbatten, 
Thornden and Toynbee schools. Billy has so far been our stand out player – he is also a 
Bournemouth trainee. The club continues in the New Year every Wednesday night after school 
on the field. All boys in Year 7 are welcome.

The Year 8’s are a strong team and are making good progress. Mr Vowles and Mr Willcock 
have led them to fine victories in the District League. A number of the boys train on a Monday 
night with Aaron from Saints in the Community, this programme will continue in the NewYear. 

Our Year 9 team are playing in the second division in the District League where they have 
competed well. In Ollie C’s absence Matt W has led the team well. Mykie E has been an 
excellent addition to the defence and recently moving Daniel Q-B up front has solved the goals 
drought. Our latest performance against Kings was our best to date and we look forward to the 
rest of the season as it picks up again after the February half term.

21 of our Year 8 boys represented the school at this years Hampshire rugby tournament 
hosted at Southampton Rugby Club. It was a great day out with many of the boys experiencing 
competitive rugby for the first time. We enjoyed 8 matches during the day and had 11 different 
boys scoring tries. Training is on a Thursday after school and hopefully we will now have some 
new talent!! 

The team have made a real effort to attend training consistently this year and this appears to 
have paid off. The boys played superbly against a very strong Kings side in the District League, 
putting some excellent passages of attack and defence together. In the Hampshire rugby 
tournament the boys developed as the day progressed and finished the afternoon with some 
determined running lines and tackles.

The boys played a very hard fought match in the first round of the Hampshire plate competition 
against Cams Hill. They secured the victory with a converted try with two minutes left to play. 
Unfortunately they came up against a very intense and well-polished John Hanson side in the 
next round. They have started well in the District League with a 26-15 win over Test Valley. The 
forwards were excellent in the scrum giving the backs quick ball to play from.

Year 8 Boys Football

Year 9 Boys Football

Year 8 Rugby

Year 9 Rugby

Year 10 Rugby



After an extremely successful run in the Hampshire plate competition last year, reaching the 
finals, the boys drew a match against Perin’s in the first round. Sadly we were not quite able 
to finish off some well worked phases and convert the effort into points. The performance was 
very promising though and so I look forward to seeing the team compete in the District League 
this season.

The girl’s sides have shown excellent resilience this year when attending the three central venue 
league events. They have mixed teams with other schools and this has proved a valuable 
experience in helping to develop the player’s knowledge of the game. During the Hampshire 
rugby tournament for the Year 7/8 team lots of strong running with the ball and support was 
evident along with some well executed tackles. I look forward to seeing these teams develop 
throughout the season.

The Year 7 & 8 girls and boys entered the County Team X-Country competition held at St. 
Swithuns School in Winchester. The weather was freezing cold so it was great credit to all the 
athletes who put in an excellent performance. Top runner of the day and individual winner 
of her event was Annie M in Year 7. The Year 7 girls placed well overall with solid runs from 
Grace, Mia, Hope, Izzy and Wilma. The Year 7 boys were Jack, Sam, Jude and Reuben while 
the Year 8 boys were represented by Jimmy, George, Vincent and Harvey. X-Country club 
continues on a Thursday morning at 8am - meet up outside the outdoor changing rooms.

The district trials for the U14 and U16 cross country teams took place in the qualifying event 
held at Perin’s school. Excellent running from all that took part in some closely competed races. 
Polly and Evan earned themselves a qualifying place in the U16 district team for the upcoming 
county championships in January.  Good Luck!

The girls have had a great start to the season. The U14’s have won all of their games so far. 
They have beaten Wyvern 25-5, Henry Beaufort 19-7 and Swanmore 15-4.  A fantastic start 
and if they win the league I have promised them McDonalds! Sharnae has won player of the 
match twice and also Taya. 

U16 have also had a fantastic start to the season winning all of their games. Beating Wyvern 
22-7, Henry Beautfort 25-7 and Swanmore 20-3. Chloe H has won player of the match twice 
with Izzy L also winning this. A few games have been postponed until after Christmas but we 
are playing Thornden (Away) and Mountbatten before Christmas.

U14 and U16 netball

Year 11 Rugby

Girls Rugby

Cross Country



Halfway through the season and the boys currently sit top in the Southampton second division. 
The team is led extremely well by Oliver Bundy and have enjoyed three wins out of three. A 
number of the Year 10’s are rising to the challenge and giving us some depth in the squad. 
Over the next couple of weeks we face tougher opposition from Oasis Mayfield, Test Valley, 
Sholing and Wildern.

Numbers are high at the lunchtime club as Sam Adens (Year 11) leads the younger ones 
through a number of practices. We have had a promising start to the season winning 2 of our 
4 games.  

Our twilight clubs have again been very well attended as we have offered a variety of 
additional activities.

The boxercise and kickboxing/self defence clubs have been led by featherweight Jui Jitsu world 
champion Trevor Birmingham.

Kai Henstock manages the elite badminton programme at the school. Having entered the 
National competition our school faces Mountbatten shortly before Christmas.

Through our partnership with the Romsey Tennis Club, Veronica Brighton-Shaw has worked 
with a group of 20 pupils on a Friday twilight developing their control and court craft through 
her creative practices.

Leon Baker:  Diving – Double Silver medallist in Canada

Robbie Lee:  Diving – Gold & Silver in the Scottish Open

Stamatoula Raftopoulou:  Silver & Bronze Medal’s for Great Britain at the Junior European 
Acrobatic Championships.

Zoey Yates:   Bronze medal - 100m Swimming – Open Meets

Martha Nelson:   County Football

Evan Harris:  Silver Medal – Southern Region Biathlon

Grace Hillier

Jack Meehan

Josh King:   County Hockey

Leo Berg:  County Hockey

U16 Boys Basketball

U14 Boys Basketball

Twilight Clubs

Outstanding Athletes at the Romsey School
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End of auturm term:   Thursday, December 21st (1.15pm)
Spring term:    Monday, January 8th – Thursday, March 29th. 
Half-term:    Monday, February 12th – Friday, February 16th 
Inset days:    Friday, March 16th & Monday, March 19th 

January:
Monday,15th - Thursday18th Year 11 trial exams
Friday, 19th    Year 7 & Year 11 group photo
Monday, 22nd - Wednesday, 24th Year 11 trial exams
Thursday, 25th    Year 9 information evening (7pm)
Tuesday, 30th    Year 8 Real Game

February:
Thursday, 1st   Intermediate Maths Challenge – UKMT (Years 9, 10, 11)
Thursday, 1st   Year 9 parents’ evening (4.30pm)
Wednesday, 7th- Friday, 9th School musical performances

March:
Thursday,1st   Year 10 parents’ evening (4.30pm)
Monday, 5th   National Careers & Apprenticeship Week (Year 9)
Thursday, 8th   Maths Intermediate Kangaroo (Years 9-11)
Friday, 16th   Inset Day – school closed to pupils
Monday,19th   Inset Day – school closed to pupils
Thursday 22nd   Sports award evening (by invitation)
Friday, 23rd & Monday, 26th Year 11 English & Maths trial exams

School Calendar

“Your Gateway to Success”
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